Groundbreaking book revolutionises birding

Unlocking sound from pictures!

Briza Publications is changing the way South Africans do birding today. Sappi Birds of South Africa by Saartjie Kidson and Herman van Niekerk now combines the practicality of technology and the convenience of a field guide. The accompanying unique Callfinder® revolutionised birding by unlocking bird sounds from photos. For the first time, a combined product that will be a useful tool for a bird watcher.

The pen-sized Callfinder® features an internal memory card, which recognises a bird and its call and allows sound to be unlocked from a photograph. 

“Point the Callfinder® to an image to hear the bird - Simply brilliant!” says Simon Gear from 50/50. 

Briza Publications recognised the need of birders to spend less time looking at a guide and more time enjoying the birds. Sappi Birds of South Africa offers quick, easy and accurate identification, combined with extraordinary facts about each bird and distribution maps based on the latest data. 
This complete guide categorises the bird species in a logical and very practical way. Birds are grouped according to four behavior groups: water birds, raptors, veld landscape, and bush and tree landscape birds. Grouping is further broken down into the birds’ external shapes, ensuring that similar-looking birds are close to each other, and assisting in comparing different species. The unique Shapefinder, a pictorial index of simplified sketches, further facilitates the identification of each bird. 

Briza Publications made identification even faster by including the Dualdex - a bilingual index of all the birds listed by their common group names, such as duck or sparrow. 

Four informative icons also help in comparing similar species to achieve positive identification. The icons indicate normal environment or habitat, where the species nest, relative size and social behavior.

Thanks to Briza Publications, birding is now easier than ever for everyone. Sappi Birds of South Africa  is up to ten times more affordable than some popular mobile devices and applications – no field guide in book or application format can compete!

Briza Publications is very excited about its impact on birding. “South African birders have never had the chance to experience birding at this level. It makes their passion come alive,” says Christo Reitz from Briza. This small independent publishing house started in 1990 and is driven by passion for books and the environment. Briza Publications is well known for their high-quality informative books on South African flora and has successfully published titles on other natural history topics both locally and internationally. 
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